
The Gratitude Report—Fiscal Year 2015 

Because of You 

Friends of VA Puget Sound Fisher House 

Inside this issue 

Board Talk…………………………...2 

We are Family...……………........3 

Board Blurbs...…………….……….3 

Manager’s Musings……………...4 

Zachary’s Corner…………………..4 

House Scrapbook................ ….5 

By the Numbers since 
2008 

 Families served: 4,749 

 Active duty families: 391 

 Total guest nights: 42,062 

 Average length of stay: 11 
days 

 Guests have come from 48 
states and 13 countries 
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“The Fisher House made me feel safe, comforted, and calm. It is a sanctuary. The            

camaraderie with others is most precious.” 

 

This year 572 families called the VA Puget Sound Fisher House “home.” 

 

“Having such a wonderful facility so close to our loved ones is more than lodging. It is the 

epitome of care, for material needs, companionship, empathy by and for others,           

compassion, and caring for all those here in the same situation. It is one awesome          

experience! Many thanks!” 

 

Estimated cost savings to families this year: over $1 million.  

 

“It was so helpful and generous to not have to worry about food and supplies.” 

 

Your donations purchased over $22,000.00 worth of groceries for the House. 

 

“The massage got rid of a persistent headache. Dinner out on the town with the other 

guests was a wonderful evening of laughter and ordinary conversation, a much appreciated 

escape in the most glorious company.” 

 

“It was nice to be able to enjoy the activities and the wonderful meals from volunteers.” 

 

Over $45,000.00 funded hundreds of guest programs, including events, celebrations,    

massage therapy, and classes. 

 

You are the heart and soul of this program. Your donations and volunteer hours make this 

award winning program possible. You are our family. Thank you for sharing your gifts with 

our Veteran and military families. Happy holidays! 



Board Talk 

Happy Holidays, Guster! Caring,  
compassionate people made it possi-
ble for you to visit Grandpa and bring 
him your joy while he is in the VA 
Hospital. How did Santa and Sugar 
Plum know where to visit you? There 
is “Magic” at the Fisher House. So 
many people and organizations make 
this a “home away from home” for 
you, your Mom, and Grandma too! 
 
Each and every day Veteran   families 
like Guster’s stay at the Fisher House 
to care for their loved ones who 
served in the military. The patients 
benefit knowing that their family is 
by their side.  It is powerful. The  
families are there to provide comfort, 
care and inspiration. 
 
The families form a bond as they sup-
port each other through these chal-
lenging times, becoming a “Fisher 
House Family”. Lifelong friendships 
are made. The Fisher House and gar-
dens becomes a place of respite and 
peace. There is also a lot of laughter 
that is much needed and activities 

like Guests Night Out and Talk Like a 
Pirate Day make each day special. A 
family member said to me recently, 
“Coming here was like having open 
arms  welcoming you home at a time 
when so much was uncertain and 
stressful”.  
 
Thanks to all of you who have part-
nered with the Friends in supporting 
the VA Puget Sound Fisher House. 
You have contributed in so many 
ways: a donation in memory of a 
loved one or to honor someone’s 
special day, in-kind donations, volun-
teer service, encouraging your busi-
ness or organization to support the 
House, or making a donation because 
you believe how important it is for 
these families to be together.      
However you participate  
WE  APPRECIATE ALL OF YOU! 
 
On behalf of my fellow Board Mem-
bers we celebrate this holiday season 
with deep gratitude to all who help 
keep the magic alive. Please join us in 
supporting families like Guster, his 
Mom, Grandma, and Grandpa. 
Happy Holidays to you and your fami-
ly! 
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Friends of VA Puget Sound Fisher 
House 

Our mission is to ease the burden 
on our Veterans and their families 
during difficult times. The Friends, 
a 501( c )(3) non-profit, work to 
raise funds and awareness in    
support of the VA Puget Sound 
Fisher House. We are grateful for 
your partnership with us! 

Officers: 

Pat Norikane Logerwell, President 

Mike Winkler, Vice President 

Cathy Dickson, Secretary 

Directors: 

Chris Blackman 

Gail Eck 

Melanie Kreizis 

Holly Krejci 

Victoria Roberts 

Roxane Rousch 

 

Lorraine Thomas, Development 

Director 

Did you know? Puget Sound Fisher 

House is all over the web! 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Norikane Logerwell 

Friends Board President 

The Friends of VA Puget Sound Fisher House were 

the designated charity for this year’s annual golf 

tournament hosted by Proliance Surgeons. It was a 

wonderful event that netted $25,000 in support of the programs of Fisher House. 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED! 



Board Blurbs 

The Friends of VA Puget 
Sound wish you and yours a 
wonderful holiday season. 
Thank you for all you have 
done for Veteran families in 
2015! 

 

 

Thank you to Sue Williams 
for her years of service on 
the Board of Directors.   
Fortunately, her cheerful 
spirit will remain with the 
organization as she contin-
ues to work caring for the 
Healing Gardens. You’re the 
best, Sue! 

Read All About It  

Get less mail without     

missing a thing. Sign up to 

receive “Because of You” 

in .pdf format. All we need 

is your email address.  Just 

go to: 

www.fisherhousevaps.org 

and click the “Subscribe” 

button! If you prefer having 

something to hold in your 

hands, that’s fine, too.    

Either way, we’re           

committed to sharing with 

you the story of VA Puget 

Sound Fisher House. We are 

so grateful you’re a part of 

the family! 

Tour Fisher House 

To visit VAPS Fisher House 
and see how your donations 
are put to work please call 
206-501-8860 to schedule a 
tour. Come see firsthand 
what you make possible! 

We are Family 
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The Veteran is checked into the hospital. The caregiver, reluctant to leave, crosses the 
street to check into Fisher House. First-time guests rarely know what to expect. They enter 
Fisher House and are amazed to find not only beauty and comfort but cupboards full of 
food, quiet bedrooms appointed with everything from teddy bears to bathrobes, and an  
embracing garden burgeoning with produce (most of the year) and serene spaces to sit and 
commune with nature. After settling in, guests discover the greatest gift: the fellowship of 
other guests, the support of a caring staff, and the embrace of a generous community.  
Fisher House was founded on the idea that our military and their families deserve the   
highest and best a grateful nation can offer. Because of you VA Puget Sound Fisher House 
fulfills this vision every day of the year, caring for and comforting families in a difficult time. 
Your gifts touch lives year in and year out. Thank you! 
 

 

 
 

In Memoriam  
Steve McFadden, one of the original Puget Sound  

Fisher House housekeepers, passed away on          

November 22, 2015.  A former guest left this fitting 

tribute on Facebook:  “He was a gentle giant and was 

an asset to the Fisher House.” We offer our heartfelt  

condolences to his family and friends. Rest in peace, 

Steve.    



From a Guest 

“I was very happy to 

find out about Fisher 

House and all you do 

here to try to help 

Vets and their fami-

lies through such   

difficult times. It’s a 

godsend. Thank you 

for the caring and 

compassion that was 

shown to us. It was 

appreciated more 

than words can say!”               

-Samantha C. 

 

Manager’s Musings 

Did you see that?  2015 has rounded 
the final corner to the finish line.  
We’ve tucked away the turkey and 
dressing for another year (in addition 
to untucking our shirts) and              
decorations are up and shiny at Fisher 
House.  That was a fast 12 months…or 
was it?    
 
Our perception of time is truly our 
own.  For those of you who celebrate, 
do you remember waiting what felt like 
DECADES for Christmas Day to arrive 
(and find out how good you were?) 
Days often go by in a heartbeat for me 
with new guests, returning guests, 
leaving guests and the day-to-day     
bustle of the house.   But I’ve watched 
those same days trudge along like   
January molasses for guests awaiting 
news about their loved ones.  Surgeries 
that take several hours; waiting on 
recovery rooms to call with the latest 
updates.  And when you’re waiting on 
that kind of news, every second seems 
to be a year.  So, at our Fisher House, 
we try to do small things that make the 
days go by a little easier.  Recently, 
Santa Al and his elf Sugarplum made 
their annual visit to the House and  
enjoyed breakfast with the guests.   
We even had a four month old wee 
one as a guest who met Santa for the 
first time (though Sugarplum, I believe, 
was his favorite).    
 
We’ve started our Twelve Days of   
December with Partridge In A Pear 
Tree ornaments for all the guests then 
celebrated Three French Hens with 

Guests Night Out at local restaurant 
Big Chickie. Follow us on Facebook to 
discover the other fun of the Twelve 
Days. And we don’t just do this during 
the holidays. We do it year round: 
Squirrel Appreciation Day (have you 
hugged a squirrel today?), National 
Good & Plenty Day (a manager favor-
ite), and floral arranging classes (pump 
up that resume!) Bingo Nights (shiny 
prizes!)  April Fruits Day (in lieu of April 
Fool’s Day).  With the help of the 
Friends, donors, volunteers, and staff 
we are able to do little things that help 
time pass quicker and with a bit more 
laughter.  Thank YOU for allowing that 
to be possible.  
 
However you celebrate this time of 
year, may it be safe, healthy, happy, 
and bright, surrounded by those who 
love you, and chock full of shiny things.   
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Zachary’s Corner 

Fun Bear Fact: He doesn’t brag 

but Zachary Bear knows some 

pretty famous  people.  

 

Stephanie Toepp      

Fisher House Manager 

“Fisher House offers genuine hospitality to families. We are so    

grateful to the Fisher Family for all that is and has been given us with 

nothing expected in return. My thanks to all who have contributed to 

this fantastic facility.”  - Joyce Y.  

 

To all our donors and volunteers—THANK YOU! 
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House Scrapbook 
 

 

  

...thank you for the caring and compassion ...  

Seahawk Jimmy Graham, #88, visited. 

Holiday decorating crew 

 



Donor Acknowledgements—Fiscal Year 2015 
Gifts received from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015 

INDIVIDUALS 
Karen Allen 

Steve Allen 

Stacey Anderson 

Ryan & Colleen Anderson 

Ken & Janet Anderson 

Betty Ash 

Christopher Ashton 

Jo Ann Bach 

Helen Bachison 

John & Edith Bailey 

Randy & Betty Barcom 

Robert Barnes 

Joanne Bates 

Roger Bauer 

Barbara & Andy Beach 

Gary & Marcia Beachman 

Goddard & Willanne Beck, Jr. 

Jennie & Virgil Benton 

Lynne Berry 

Darle & Jane Bjorkman 

Douglas & Gail Boushey 

Bill & Louise Bower 

Judy Boyd 

Joni Brand 

Leona Brandes 

Christine & Bradley Brannon 
Rebecca Brenneman 
Michael & Irene Breshears 
Gail Briggs 
Melissa Briscoe 
Glenn & Marcia Briskin 
Arlee Brown 
Christine Bussing 
Paul & Cheri Byers 
Patricia Byers 
Jerry Cahill 
Dennis Callaghan & Deborah 
Kenworthy 
Mary Carroll 
Kris & Jim Christian 
Janet & Allan Church 

David Clark 
Richard & Lois Clark 
Beth Classen 
David Collette 
Deborah & Richard Comstock 
Daniel Conely 
Walt & Billie Cothran 
Annette Cotton 
Leanna & Matt Cowan 
Robert Crandall 
Christopher Curry 
James Daily 
T.M. Davies 
Jack & Murrel Dawson 
Joel & Sandra Detwiler 
Veronica Dickes 
Gerald Donnelly 
Elizabeth Doyle 
Ron & Rose Dunagan 
Donald Egan 
Lea Ellis 
Adele Emerson 
Gerald & Deanna Erickson 
Candace Espeseth 
Michael Falconer 
Lindy Farthing 
Thomas Fermstad 
Katheryn Fletcher 
Larry Fluke 
Brenda & John Forcade 
Joyce Foster Keller 
Alan & Mary Frazier 
Suyeko M. Fujikado 
Robert Gardner 
Ana Garlock 
Norman & Mary Gero 
Lorraine Gibbs 
Jeff Goetz 
Wynn Grandgeorge 
Sharon Greaves 
Thomas & Kathleen Grieb 
Franca Grieb 
Alma Guest 
 

Deborah Halver-Hanson 
Rita Hamlin 
Peter Harader 
James & Joyce Harding 
Ward & Sue Harris 
Jeff Harrison 
Ardys Hauble 
Tom & Roberta Hawkins 
Andrew Heikkinen 
LeRoy & Ann Henning 
Jacquelyn Herum 
Jon & Charlotte Hill 
Bob & Caroline Hoag 
Verna Hodgson 
Robert Holboke 
Barbara Holt 
Karen Hori 
Marjorie E. Hughes 
Dale Hunt 
Doug Hunt 
Arthur Hurd 
Randall Ideker 
Kathleen Jackson 
Georgiana Jahn 
Rue & Pamela Jenkins 

Dorie Jennings 
Richard Jennings 
Leslie & Arlene Jensen 
Kebede & Azalech Jimma 
Amy Johnson 
Molly Johnson 
Warren Jordan 

Vern & Carol Jurgens 

William Kaiser 

Katherine King 

Pam & Herb Kitchener 

Daniel Kivlahan 

Gertrude Klinge 

Paul & Leah Knopf 

Jean Kraft 

Holly Krejci 

James Krok 

 



Donor Acknowledgements—Fiscal Year 2015 
Gifts received from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015 

Tom Kuebler 

Patrick Lamasney 

Judith Lanou 

Hans & Mary Larsen 

Linda Leonard 

Arnold Lin 

Nina Lipatan 
Pat & Don Logerwell 

Sharon & John Lynch 

Ann Mabry 

Joseph & Pamela MacDonald 

Merilee  MacLean 

Carl & Karen Maehl 

William Maloney 

Debbie Manas 

Doris Marcellis 

Victor & Kathleen Marquardt 

Dennis Mayer 

Carlton & Mavis McDonald 

Dale McGinley 

Charlanne McGinnis 

John & Heidi McKeon 

Karen McNerney 

Paula Menges 

Caroline Merdith 

Brenda Merriman 

Cindy Meyer 

Patricia Michalski 

Theodore & Loye Misselwitz 

Victoria Mondala 

Richard & Sandra Montana 

Bonnie Montgomery 

Jon Morgan 

ElizaBeth Morris 

Shelia Morrison 

Priscilla Moses 

Linda Muench 

Stephanie Nack 

Sean Nakamura 

John & Dawn Naye 

Tracy & Barbara Neighbors 

Sara Nordquist 

Kathleen O’Connell 

Ralph & Lucille Oldfield 

Theodore Ombrek 

Olivia Oso 

Lin Ostlund 
Stanley & Sharon Palmer 

R. Paloutzian 

Jennifer Parker 

Janet Parsons 

Marilyn Pearson 

Marla Peele 

Thomas & Janice Peloquin 

John D. Pennington 

Ingrid Peterson 

Sharon Pigman 

Gail Pittman 

Joan Plumb 

Virgil & Sandra Potter 

Larry Powalisz 

John & Karen Pritchett 

Patrick  & Allene Quinn 
Kevin Ratliff & Bradley  

Walker 

Kathryn & John Reagh 

Leslie & Eileen Reardanz 

Samuel & Batia Regev 

Sandra & David Rensvold 

Chris Rentschler– Traub 

Ann & Chris Rhees 

Jeannie Rice 

William & Barbara Rilling 

James Rimar 

Dorothy Robertson 

Pat & Rod Rodriguez 

Patricia Romel 

Kimberly & Rich Runkel 

Mary Saito 

Rose Sanders 

Lisa Sayaogo 

Gordon & Jan Schaefer 

Jocelyn & Richard Schiller 

Dolly Schindler 

Evelyn Schwerin 

Larry Searle 

Judy & Gordon Seward 

Denise Shafer 

JoAnne Shaw 

Robert Sheridan 
Alan & Susan Shulkin 
Bill Shyne 
Michael Siegwarth 
Dan & Dianne Simson 
Clementeen Singleton 

James & Andrea Siscel 

Patricia Skommesa 
Robert & Lynn Smith 
Louise Sodawasser 

Teresa Spalding 

Dag Stai 

Dolores Stewart 

Linda Strong 

Dee Sturm 

Janet Sutton 

Jay Tarlov 

Hank & Jackie Thomas 

Lorraine & Eric Thomas 

Candy Thoreson 

Lorraine Toly 

Jeannine Torlai-Kuolt 

Joffre & Marjorie Tremblay 

Judith Turchin 

Bonnie Urban 

Teresa & David Valadez 

Lars & Lanna Vedvick 

Michael Vogel 

Daniel Voller 

Denny Wagenman 

Robert & Teresa Wainger 

Sandra Walden 



Donor Acknowledgements—Fiscal Year 2015 
Gifts received from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015 

 Individuals con’t 
Jeff Ward 

Barbara Webb 

K. Rena Whittaker 

Irene Willard 

Ron Williams 

Jack & Charlotte Wixon 

Betty Wockner 

C. David & Helen Wood 

Barbara Wunderlich 

Stanley & Nancy Zeitz 

Sharon Zerr-Peltner 

Michelle Zimmerman 

Gloria Zimmerman 

Richard & Helen Zwaller 

 

Inkind Donations 
Cecile Bagrow 

Lynn Berry 

Beta Sigma Phi 

Jerry Cahill 

DAR, Cascade Chapter 

DAV Auxiliary A 1 33 

Karen Gielen 

Growing Veterans 

Inharmony 

Dorie Jennings 

Melanie Kriezis 

Robin Sink McClelland 

Melissa McClone 

MI Hummel Club, SeaTac Chapter 

John Naye 

Larry Powalisz 

Puget Sound Hardware 

Reeff Family 

Renick Printing 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church 

Patty Schmitz 

SEAMOAA 

 

 

Inkind Donations con’t 
Eric Thomas 

VFW Post 2100 

VFW Post 6599 

White River Buddhist Women’s 

Association 

 

Volunteers 
In 2015 over 390 volunteers 

donated 1,275.50 hours of time 

to support the programs of 

Fisher House.  
Virginia Carman 

Dawn Eckhoff 

Lena Hunt 

Andrea Kaseguma 

Patty Schmitz 

Patty Skommessa 

Laura Yocum 

Lehr Group 
King Family 

Nolan Family 

Swinerton & Absher Families 

Thane Family 

Wagenman Family 

Westover Family 

Blacks in Government 
Brocade Group 
Friends of VAPS Fisher House  
Glassybaby  
ISEC 
KPMG  
Microsoft 
Outerwall 
Parkside Garden Club 
Slow Food Seattle 
Starbucks 
T-mobile 
Tun Tavern Grub Club 
UBS Financial 
Care Engineers 
White River Buddhist Temple 
UW Psychology Interns 
 

Volunteers con’t 
UW Undergraduate Academic 
Affairs Advising 
VFW Ladies Auxiliary  
VFW Post 5052 
WA State Society for Healthcare 

Engineering  



Donor Acknowledgements—Fiscal Year 2015—Organizations, Foundations, & Trusts 
Gifts received from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015 

Aetna Foundation 

Alliance Nursing 

AmazonSmile Foundation 

American Association of Endodon-

tists 

American Legion Auxiliaries 

  Department of Washington 

  Post 214 

  Post 277, Starr-Sutherland, Jr. 

  Unit 163 

American Legion 

  Post 239, Bellevue 

Association of Naval Aviation, 

Olympic Squadron 

Ballard Emblem Club, #216 

Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Boeing Employee Designated Giv-

ing Program 

Canyon Sams 

Combine Federal Campaign 

  King County 

  Greater Olympic Peninsula 

  Midwest   

  NCA 

  Pacific Northwest 

    South Sound 

Combined Fund Drive 

  State of Washington 

Champagne Fund of the Whatcom 

County Foundation  

COBRA 

Conrad Liquor Store #33 

Costco Wholesale 

Daffodil Rambler Sams 

DAR, Mercer Girls Chapter 

DiPietro Family Foundation 

Disabled American Veterans, 

Chapter 2 

Discover 

Donatic 

   

 

Dudes & Dolls Square Dancing 

Club 

Elysian Brewing Company 

Everett First Baptist Church Senior 

Adult Ministries 

Everydayhero 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

Fisher House Foundation 

Fleck Family Foundation 

Fletcher Bay Foundation 

Fluke Metal 

Judson Baptist Church 

King County Employee Giving Pro-

gram 

KPMG 

Lakeside Industries Matching Gift 

Program 

Law Librarians of Puget Sound 

Lilac City Sams 

Lynnwood Emblem Club, #366 

Maris Farms 

MI Hummel Club, SeaTac Chapter 

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program 

Military Sams of Washington 

Mission Creek Cofee 

Network for Good 

Northwest Cellars 

Order of the Eastern Star, Bethel 

Chapter 146 

Outerwall 

Pacific Four Sales 

Rainier Beach Woman’s Club 

Renton Firefighters Benevolent 

Association 

Reserve Officer Association 

League (ROAL) 

Roamin Wheels Good Sam Club 

Sammamish Sams  

Seakamp Engineering, Inc. 

Seattle Doll & Toy Collectors Club 

Single Sams of Washington 

 

Snohomish County Republican 

Women’s Club 

St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church 

St. Mary Magdalene Phioptochose 

Society 

Tecklenburg Family Fund 

The Integrated Group 

Three Rivers Sams 

Thrivent Choice 

TOPS WA #21, Kent 

Truist 

United Way 

  King County 

  Kitsap County 

  Northern Utah 

  Snohomish County 

  Tucson & Southern Arizona 

Valley Good Sam Drifters 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 

  Ladies Auxiliary, Post 2995 

  Ladies Auxiliary, Dept. of WA 

  Ladies Auxiliary, Post 379 

  Post 4314 

  Post 5052 

  Post 1949 

  Post 3063, Ballard-Eagleson 

  Post 3348, Blackburn Aurora 

Wellspring Group P.S., CPAS 

Woodinville Unitarian Universalist 

Church 

 

 

Thank you for everything! 
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Friends of VA Puget Sound Fisher House 

PO Box 18253 

Seattle, Washington   98118 

 

 

(206) 501-8860 

 

 

Website:  www.fisherhousevaps.org 

 

Email:  friends@fisherhousevaps.org 

 

Development Office: 

development.director@fisherhousevaps.org 

 

 

Combined Fund Drive#               1480897 

Combined Federal Campaign#      45650 

King County Employee Giving#       9504 

VA Puget Sound Fisher House—because a family’s love is good medicine 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________________    State _______  Zip ______________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my donation for $ _____________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to: Friends of VA Puget Sound Fisher House 

 

[  ] This gift is in honor of : ________________________________________________ 

[  ] This gift is in memory of: _______________________________________________ 

 

[  ]  This gift is anonymous.  Please do not list my name in any published texts. 

 

[  ]  My employer will match my donation.   Company __________________________ 

 

[  ]  I was a guest of VA Puget Sound Fisher House. 

 

[  ] I would like to make a recurring gift using a Visa or Mastercard.  Please call me at __________________________. 

 

Please mail checks to Friends of VA Puget Sound Fisher House, PO Box 18253, Seattle, Washington, 98118. 

 

If you would like us to notify 

someone that you have made 

an honorary or memorial gift, 

please provide the name(s) and 

address(es) so we can send 

them a note: 

 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________ 

You may also give online.  Visit www.fisherhousevaps.org and click on the “Donate” button. 


